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A
ny historical representation of the First W

orld W
ar m

ust       
account for the participation of African Am

ericans and their    

alw
ays the case.  There are relatively few

 m
useum

s or           
perm

anent exhibitions dedicated to the m
em

ories of those     
A

frican Am
erican m

en and w
om

en w
ho served and fought and 

died in defense of dem
ocracy, w

hile sim
ultaneously seeking to 

satisfy their desires for full-citizenship w
ithin the im

agined    
borders of the U

nited States.   
 Indeed, by the beginning of the tw

entieth century, A
frican   

A
m

ericans had been forced to live under the harsh conditions 
of segregation after the advances m

ade during R
econstruction 

w
ere annulled by those com

m
itted to continuing the              

econom
ic, educational, and social developm

ent. Yet, African 
A

m
ericans  rem

ained steadfast and continued to strive to define 
them

selves against the debasing im
ages projected to signify 

their position in Am
erican society as inferior second-class    

citizens.  From
 Plessy v. Ferguson to the founding of the        

N
iagara m

ovem
ent, and the first G

reat M
igration, African    

A
m

ericans challenged notions related to their so-called           
inferiority by choosing to pursue that w

hich had traditionally 
eluded them

: true freedom
.   

 This exhibition serves as an account of the intersecting         
historical, social, political and econom

ic contexts that African 
A

m
ericans found them

selves in leading up to W
orld W

ar I.  As   
soldiers, adm

inistrators, officers and volunteers in the defense 
of the U

nited States and its claim
s to dem

ocracy,   African 
A

m
ericans served w

ith pride and dignity.  W
hat is m

ore, this 
exhibition accounts for the contribution that black K

ansas 
C

itians m
ade to the outcom

e of the G
reat W

orld W
ar.   Indeed, 

these m
en and w

om
en served w

ith honor and purpose to 
achieve the designated outcom

es that their country sought to 
secure, and in doing so claim

ed the  citizenship of an entire 
race. They C
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